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Book of Acts

Session 7: The Lord Appoints Paul as an Apostle (Chapter 9)

I.
Saul’s Violent Opposition Springboarded:
Beginning at Stephen’s martyrdom Saul now becomes the main face of the threat against the Church.  There is a spiritual principle at work here wherein once we take a step across a line into deep sin it is far easier to continue down that path and take increasingly sinful steps.  Once Saul gives approval to Stephens’s death he is now a party to murder and it is far easier for him to dive into murderous pursuit.

A. Saul’s Threats:

In the beginning of Acts chapter 9 we see Saul enraged and aggressively threatening the Church and those who associate with it.  He warns them at threat of death against following Jesus.

“Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples (Ac. 9:1).” 

B. Obtaining Letters to Damascus: 
In obsessive exacting behavior he approaches the high priest in order to get permission to go throughout the region to arrest those who call Jesus the Christ.

“He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem (Ac. 9:1-2).”

C. Read the Passage Aloud:
Act’s 9 details the dramatic events that surrounded Saul’s aggression toward the people of God, his conversion to Christ and eventual apostolic calling.  Before we begin to look at some of the specific phrases and concepts in these chapters we will read through this passage aloud once. 

II.
His Encounter on the Road to Damascus:
Saul had a most miraculous encounter with the Lord.  On his way to go arrest and probably murder many more believers in Christ Jesus Himself appears to him and apprehends him in a most convincing way.  
A. Bright Light:

As he walked suddenly there was a powerful bright light that knocked Saul over and he heard a voice addressing him.  He would had never experienced anything like this before, this moment would have been the most powerful thing that ever happened to him.

“suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him…He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me (Ac. 9:3-4)?”

B. A Voice From Heaven:

As shocking as this power encounter was nothing was more shocking than to hear the voice’s identity be Jesus.  Saul had recently dedicated his life to destroying the name of Jesus and wiping out those who claimed Him as their leader.  This man who was well established in the religious order of the day was being confronted directly by the one he was opposing – who seconds prior he had been fully convinced of illegitimacy. 

“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied.  “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do (Ac. 9:5-6).”
C. A Message for One Man:

There were others who standing right next to Saul when this all went down yet somehow the fullness of this experience was veiled to them; they knew something crazy was happening but they did not see or hear the details.  The message was directed at one man; Saul and while others experienced something they did not have the same encounter as Saul did that day.

“The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone (Ac. 9:7).”

D. Blindness as a Sign:

To further mark the importance and validity of this encounter the Lord struck Saul with physical blindness.  Previously, Zechariah, father of Jon the Baptist, had been given a sign of muteness in a similar way.  Signs like this are powerful exclamation marks that the Lord sometimes gives to emphasis a point.  In this case, the point was simple; Jesus is Lord and it’s time to turn to Him.

“Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus.  For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything (Ac. 9:8-9).”

III.
The Lord Sends Ananias:
Probably one of the scariest moments in life of Ananias was when the Lord spoke to him about going to find Saul and approaching him as the Lord’s ambassador.  This passage teaches us a significant lesson about obeying the voice of the Lord even into potentially dire situations. 
A. A Disciple Named Ananias:

There was a follower of Jesus in Damascus who was already established enough in his relationship with Christ that he knew how to be led of the Lord.  The Lord knew he would be a willing vessel for an important task.

“In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias (Ac. 9:10).”

B. Called to Him in a Vision:
Jesus communicates to Ananias in a powerful vision encounter where he is able to interact and speak back to the Lord in the experience.  This indicates a measure of maturity in the prophetic that is of a higher order than having something like a dream where all the information comes one way; the Lord speaking and the dreamer unable to interact.

“The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he answered (Ac. 9:10).”

C. The Lord Commissions Ananias to Heal Saul:

Much to Ananias’ surprise Jesus commissions him to go to a certain house and find Saul.  The Lord tells him that He has already given Saul a vision (like the one that Ananias is currently having) of Ananias coming to him with a message from Jesus accompanied by the power of God.

“The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying.  In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight (Ac. 9:11-12).”
D. Ananias Expresses His Concern:

For Ananias, there were some significant concerns about following through on what Jesus was telling him.  He had just recently no doubt heard about Stephen’s death that Saul played a role in, he knew that Saul was a very dangerous man.

“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem.  And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name (Ac. 9:13-14).”
E. My Chosen Instrument:

Jesus doesn’t just assure Ananias that Saul wont hurt him He gives him some powerful insight into the new calling and scope of ministry that He is commissioning Saul to on His behalf.  Jesus calls this angry murderer His chosen instrument to the Gentiles.

“But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel.  I will show him how much he must suffer for my name (Ac. 9:15-16).”
F. Ananias Goes to Saul:

So Ananias ignores his natural objections and is obedient to Jesus and finds Saul right where Jesus told him he would be.  He then speaks the words of truth over him that Jesus had just given him to say. 

“Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit (Ac. 9:17).”
IV.
A New Man Arises:
Remember that now Saul had supernaturally become blind for presumably some number of days.  But then Saul has a dramatic power encounter with the Lord and arises from it a completely different person in a matter of moments.  

A. Saul is Transformed:

Now, in a moment, he is instantly healed by a messenger of the Jesus he was just persecuting.  Then he was simultaneously baptized with the Holy Spirit and saved.  So understandably he came forth a new person and was baptized with water.
“Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength (Ac. 9:18-19).”
B. Begins to Preach Jesus:

One of the greatest redirects in the whole Bible is seen here in this passage; Saul who once preached and lived a violent life against Jesus and His disciples is now preaching for Jesus and about Him calling people to receive the message that he once murdered people for believing. 

“Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God (Ac. 9:19-20).”
C. The People Try to Reconcile His Testimony:
Understandably, this is a difficult concept for people to grasp, believe and figure out.  Saul’s life becomes a sign in itself to the general population that was well aware of who he had been and the trouble he had caused for the Church.
“At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. All those who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests (Ac. 9:20-21)?”
D. Saul Grows Powerful:
The Bible highlights the grace of God that rested on Saul and actually says that he was growing more powerful.  This term is reminiscent of something we would associate with Jedi’s or something, but it is the language that the Lord chose to describe Saul and the ministry impact, influence, authority and demonstrations of Holy Spirit power that were at work in him in an increasing way.
“Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah (Ac. 9:22).”
E. The Jews Seek to Kill Him:
Understandably this made the Jews very uncomfortable and they began to develop plots to kill him.  Some of these men are doubtlessly ones that he was previously in league with against the Church.
“After many days had gone by, there was a conspiracy among the Jews to kill him…Day and night they kept close watch on the city gates in order to kill him (Ac. 9:23-24).”
F. The Believers Protect Him:
God had already knit Saul’s heart, ministry and life to many believers however and they sought to protect him.  A point that is worthy to note is that just as Jesus had gathered to Himself a number of disciples Saul at this time had already gained followers now.

“but Saul learned of their plan…his followers took him by night and lowered him in a basket through an opening in the wall (Ac. 9:24-25).”
V.
A New Season for the Church:

With the primary aggressor against the Church now preaching for Christ instead of against Him the persecution began to settle down.  The dispersement of the Church that occurred with the onset of the persecution had already accomplished it’s important work of spreading the fire of the gospel like a fire bomb arcos the region.  Now the Lord wanted to strengthen the Church that had just been scattered across the region. 
A. Saul Comes to Jerusalem:
Saul escaped from the reach of the men who sought his life and he fled to Jerusalem in order to connect with the apostles and find protection in their midst.  The disciples in Jerusalem where not eager to revive him however; they thought this was a trick or a trap until Barnabas testified on Saul’s behalf and told them about what had happened to Saul and that since that time Saul had been preaching effectively about Jesus.  This was the beginning of what would be an important friendship between Barnabas and Saul.

“When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple.  But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus (Ac. 9:26-27).”
B. Saul Gains Their Favor:

Through Barnabas’s testimony he wins them over and is thus ushered into the fellowship of believers in Jerusalem.  He lived there for a season growing in relationship with the believers there and preaching Jesus. 

“So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord.  He talked and debated with the Hellenistic Jews (Ac. 9:28-29)”

C. Enjoying a Time of Peace:
With the Church’s main opponent now on their side the persecution really died down significantly for a season.  The Lord once again granted a season of favor which permitted the Church to grow both numerically and to mature spiritually.

“Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace and was strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers (Ac. 9:31).”
D. Peter Heals a Paralytic:
The miracle ministry of the apostles stays steady throughout the entire Book of Acts and is one of the most important take aways for the New Testament Church.  Here in this season of favor we see Peter enabled to heal a paralyzed man named Aeneas.
“As Peter traveled about the country, he went to visit the Lord’s people who lived in Lydda. There he found a man named Aeneas, who was paralyzed and had been bedridden for eight years. “Aeneas,” Peter said to him, “Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and roll up your mat.” Immediately Aeneas got up (Ac. 9:32-34).”
E. Tabitha is Raised From the Dead:

The miracle ministry isn’t limited to just healing; late in chapter 9 we find Peter raising the dead.  A well known woman in the community died and everyone had gathered for her funeral; in the most dramatic way the Lord uses this circumstance to gain great glory for Himself as Peter prays for her and she awakens from the dead.

“In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha…she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room…All the widows stood around (Peter), crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that (she) had made…he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up…Then he…presented her to them alive (Ac. 9:36-41).”

F. Many Turn to the Lord:
The obvious response when paralytics and dead people are getting raised is shock, awe and questions.  All those who lived in the small town of Lydda gave their lives to Jesus and many who heard about Tabitha in the larger port town of Joppa also turned to the Lord when they heard what Peter had done.

“All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord (Ac. 9:35).”
“This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord (Ac. 9:42).”
VI.
Ministry Time:

During today’s ministry time I want us to pray for miracles.  We keep reading about them all throughout the Book of Acts but I want an increase of the power of God in our midst.  The testimony of the Book of Acts presents a pattern for evangelism where the Lord leads, then the believers go and the Lord releases power to be a witness and then the believers testify about Jesus and call people to repentance. 
A. Pray One on One for the Power of the Holy to Rest on Their Life:

B. Pray Corporately for an Increase of Miracles in this Church:

C. Pray for the Lord to Lead us into Opportunities:
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